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Annotation

Argumentsare givenin support of the hypothesis that the famous stone ships of Northern Ean®pe
Christian medieval structures, owing their origin to the imperial riteogtl burial in ancient Egypt, Rorae
(Byzantium) andhe RussiaHorde, being its symbolic reflection. Subsequently, the construction of stone
ships became a local tradition obhorable(presumably, militarypurial according tothe cult of Odinand
they spread widely in Northern Europe. The small town of Jelling in Denmark is aplare where
paganism andChristianity ®fficially mebd in two neighboring generations of one ing dynasty. The
symbolism of the royal burial in Jellinthe runestones of the Isle of Mamd the tree of liferggdrasilof
the GermarScandinavian mythologywlong with the welknown identification of thehief Vikinggod Odin
and Christ, clearly ingtate that thepaganisndof the Vikingswvas an early form of Christianity. A natural
explanation is givero the origin of the definition of Vikings a@sear a i d &nd whystone shipsn the
Baltic States are calle@evil shipg

Keywords: stone shipsrunestonesyikings, Jelling,Odin and ChristChristianity, paganism Middle
Ages, tree of life Yggdrasil
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