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ports of the same order: the allies of Dmitriy were to
congregate in Kolomenskoye, which is in Moscow.
The same fragment got into the chronicle twice.
The chronicle keeps superimposing Kolomna over
Moscow all the time – for instance, having just told
us about the troops gathering in Kolomna, the scribe
proceeds to report that Dmitriy’s army set forth from
Moscow ([635], pages 144-145). We see yet another
identification of Kolomna as the famous Kolomenskoye in Moscow. Furthermore, Tikhomirov reports
that “Moscow had been the centre where the troops
used to gather from other regions of Russia: ‘… a
great many armies headed towards Moscow, heeding
the Prince’s call’. There were troops from Byeloozero,
Yaroslavl, Rostov and Oustyug. The Muscovites constituted the majority of the Russian army, as one sees
from the report about the regiment disposition in
Kolomna and at the Kulikovo Field” ([841], page 47).
We are therefore of the opinion that Dmitriy Donskoi set forth from this very spot, which is the Kolomenskiy district of Moscow nowadays. Where did his
army go?
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Fig. 6.6. A view from Zamoskvorechye with the Kamenniy
Bridge. A fragment of P. Picart’s engraving dating from circa
1707. Taken from [550], pages 162-163.

2.7. The Kotly from the Kulikovo Battle and
the Kotly in Moscow
According to the chronicle, Dmitriy set forth to
march towards “Kotyol” ([635], pages 150-151). Can
we find this name anywhere in Moscow? Have a look
at the map, and you will instantly see the river Kotlovka near Kolomenskoye in Moscow, as well as the
railway station of Nizhniye Kotly, which is also located
nearby. A propos, if Dmitriy was marching in this direction indeed, he should have arrived to the vicinity of the Novodevichiy monastery, which is on the
other bank of the Moskva river. Let us see whether the
chronicle can confirm this.

2.8. The inspection before the battle at the
Devichye Field, near the Devichiy Monastery,
and the Novodevichiy Monastery on the
Devichye Field in Russia
Dmitriy arranged an inspection of his troops “on
the Devichye Field”. The following is reported: “more
than 150 thousand cavalrymen and infantrymen
stood in formation, and Dmitriy rejoiced to see an

Fig. 6.7. A close-in of a fragment of the above engraving with
“Devichiy Monastery”. Taken from [550], pages 162-163.

army this great as he rode out to the vast Devichye
Field” ([362], Volume 5, Chapter 1, page 37; also [635],
pages 154-155). Furthermore, “The Tale of the Battle
with Mamai” tells us explicitly that “in the morning
the Great Prince ordered for all the troops to converge
upon the field near the Devichiy Monastery” ([635],
page 155).
Our reconstruction implies that we should find
the Devichye Field somewhere on the territory of
modern Moscow. It doesn’t take us too long – one
can identify them instantly as the large field in the
bight of the Moskva River and the Novodevichiy Monastery located thereupon. This field is quite vast, and
had once been officially known as the Devichye Field,
qv in [554], page 246. Some of the old names have survived until the present day – Devichye Field Drive,
formerly just Devichye Field, the Novodevichya em-
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2.9. The Devichiy Monastery, the Babiy
Gorodok and the Polyanka on the right bank of
the Moskva and the possibility of identifying
them as the Devichye Field and the place
where Dmitriy Donskoi had inspected his troops

Fig. 6.8. An engraving dating from 1702 with a view of the
Novodevichiy Monastery and its environs. Taken from [9],
page 407).

bankment and the Novodevichiy Lane. We see the Devichiy Monastery on an old drawing of Moscow dating from circa 1707 entitled “A View of the Zamoskvorechye with the Kamenniy Bridge” ([550], page 163,
qv in figs. 6.6 and 6.7). In fig. 6.8 one sees an old engraving that dates from 1702 with a view of the Novodevichiy Monastery and its environs as they were at
the beginning of the XVIII century ([9], page 407). We
can plainly see a large field; it had remained free of any
constructions up until the early XVIII century.
We can therefore see how Dmitriy Donskoi had set
forth from Kolomenskoye, crossed the Moskva and
came to the Devichye Field, where he had held the inspection of his troops. The chronicle calls this crossing of the river the “passage over the Don”; one gets
the obvious idea that the name Don had once been
a mere synonym of the word “river”. Let us remind
the reader that, according to our reconstruction, Moscow had not yet been founded; therefore, the river
may have also been called differently, which makes
Don the old name of the Moscow, or simply a synonym of “river”. See more about this below.
It is spectacular that the Zadonshchina is obviously
referring to the Moskva by the name of Don: “Princess Marya had stood atop the walls of Moscow,
lamenting:‘O Don, thou swiftly-flowing river … bring
my lord and husband Mikoula Vassilyevich back to
me’” ([635], page 105). Therefore, the river Don as
mentioned in the chronicle had once run through
Moscow, and can therefore be identified as the Moskva
River; our hypothesis is confirmed by chronicle data.

Nowadays the Devichye Field is located on the left
bank of the Moskva River. However, it is more likely
that Dmitriy had inspected his troops as they had
stood on the right bank of the river, before crossing
it (this is how the “Tale of the Battle with Mamai” reports this event, qv in [635], page 155, and fig. 6.4. In
this case, the inspection took place in the vicinity of
the modern Polyanka, opposite the Kremlin, which
had not yet existed in the epoch of Dmitriy Donskoi.
The Kremlin was only built in the XVI century, qv
below and also in Chron6. It appears that the socalled Babiy Gorodok (“maiden town”) had been located on this very site ([803], Volume 2, page 587). It
may have been known as Devichiy Gorodok as well
(the first word also means “maiden” in Russia). The
Babyegorodskiye Lanes were also located in this vicinity. The toponymy of this old Muscovite name is considered nebulous today:
“The Babyegorodskiye Lanes were called after the
Babiy Gorodok, a place known since the XVII century
… the word “gorodok” [which translates as “small
town” nowadays – Transl.] had stood for “fortification” in those days. The legend about the battle between the Tartars and the women who have presumably built the fortification in 1382 is not confirmed
by any documental data”. Quotation given according
to [825], page 65. Thus, the place in question is in
some relation to the legend of the battle with the Tartars in 1382, around the same time as the Battle of Kulikovo took place – this shouldn’t surprise us, since
this legend must be reflecting either the Kulikovo Battle itself, or a phantom duplicate thereof that wound
up in 1382 (see more about it below).
V. V. Nazarevskiy reports the following about the
“battle with the Tartars” in 1382 and the possible toponymy of the Babiy Gorodok: “there was a legend
about several hundred peasant women, who were
fleeing from the Tartars and begged to be let into the
Kremlin. They were refused entry into the fortress
due to fears of famine, so they built a wooden fortification on the right bank of the Moskva and stood
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Fig. 6.9. Solyanka Street and the Church of Our Lady’s Nativity at Kulishki, located on this street. We see the Kulikovo
Field from the same perspective as the troops of Dmitriy
Donskoi. The Taganskiy Hill (Red Hill), where Mamai’s
headquarters had stood, can be seen in the distance. On the
left we see the steep foot of the hill, where the ambush of
Vladimir Andreyevich was hidden. The Church of Our
Lady’s Nativity at Kulishki stands right where the ambush
party engaged in battle with Mamai. The Battle of Kulikovo
took place on the Day of Our Lady’s Nativity, which is why
the church was built here to commemorate this particular
holy day. Photograph taken in 1997.

fast in defence; the name of the locale is allegedly derived therefrom” ([568], page 68). This report is most
probably referring to a military encampment and not
a mere wooden fortification.
Modern historians have come up with a great
many theoretical explanations of the name; however,
the official point of view is that “the exact toponymy
of the name [Babiy Gorodok – Auth.] remains unknown – one version suggests that there had once
been a fortification here, built by women who sought
to defend themselves from enemies; another ponders
the possibility that the Tartars may have chosen female slaves on the banks of the Moskva … the most
popular explanation is that the river bank was fortified (fortify = “gorodit” in Russian) by piles driven
with the aid of hammers known as ‘baby’” (quotation
given according to [735], pages 298-301. We are of the
opinion that the name in question has got nothing
to do with hammers of any sort, and is more likely
to reflect the participation of female warriors (amazons) in the Battle of Kulikovo.
We also find the Monastery of Our Lady’s Nativity
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nearby; let us remind the reader that the Battle of
Kulikovo took place on the day of Our Lady’s Nativity,
and could well have been commemorated by the construction of a monastery with such a name, likewise
the Church of Our Lady’s Nativity upon the actual
Kulikovo Field (Kulishki in Moscow), according to
our reconstruction (see fig. 6.9).
“There is a 1472 chronicle entry that mentions the
location of the Goloutvinskiy Yard in this vicinity; it
had belonged to the Monastery of Our Lady’s Nativity
at Goloutvino, where one finds the famed confessional of Ivan III dating from 1504. The Parish Church
of Our Lady’s Nativity is known to have existed since
1625”. Quoting according to [13], #107.
The fact that the Goloutvino monastery was
founded to commemorate the Battle of Kulikovo is
mentioned by V. G. Bryussova, for instance: “It is a
known fact that Dmitriy Donskoi has built several
churches to commemorate his victory on the Kulikovo Field – the monasteries at Doubenka, Goloutvino and Stromynka, and brought the construction
of the church in Kolomna to completion [it is most
likely that the church in question was built in the Kolomenskoye area of Moscow and not the town of Kolomna – Auth.]; the Church of All Saints at Kulishki
was built in honour of all the warriors slain in the battle” ([100], page 121).
One has to say that the vicinity of the Babiy Gorodok had been ideal for holding a military inspection; nowadays we find the Oktyabrskaya Square here,
as well as the streets Polyanka and Bolshaya Polyanka,
whose names imply the existence of a large field in
this region.
Let us recollect that the military inspection in
question had taken place upon the Devichye Field.
Above we already suggested that this field can be identified as the environs of the Novodevichiy Monastery’
however, the monastery in question is somewhat further up the current of the Moskva River, and so Dmitriy would have to make a diversion in order to cross
the river here, qv in fig. 6.4. It is most likely that Dmitriy had used the Krymskiy Ford, which we find right
next to the modern Kremlin – there used to be a ford
here, which made it a lot easier to cross the Moskva
River. It turns out that the first nunnery in Moscow
had once been located right here, near the place where
the river Chertoriy used to flow into the Moskva (see
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[62], page 187). The old way of referring to a nunnery is “devichiy monastyr”, or “monastery for the
maidens”. The place in question identifies as the area
around the Kropotkinskaya underground station in
Moscow. L. A. Belyaev reports the following:
“We see a ‘Church of St. Alexei, the Revered Servant of Our Lord, in the maiden monastery near
Chertoriy’ mentioned in the 1514 list of buildings
compiled by Aleviz Noviy … One of the candidates
for the election held at the Council of 1551 came
from ‘Chertoriy, the convent of Alexei’ … a new
monastery by the name of Zachatyevskiy was built on
this site in 1584” ([62], pages 187-188). See also [331],
Volume 1, Annex to Volume 1, Comment 93.
We can therefore see that the first nunnery (devichiy monastyr) in Moscow was located right next to
the Devichye Field, where Dmitriy Donskoi had held
a military inspection of his troops.

2.10. The crossing of the Moskva
The troops of Dmitriy Donskoi have most probably crossed the Moskva, referred to as “Don” in the
chronicles, in the exact same place as we find the
modern Krymskiy Bridge nowadays, where there had
once been a ford called Stariy (Old) or Krimskiy
(Crimean), qv in [803], Volume 2, page 407. Historians are of the opinion that there had once been a
high road here, one that connected Kiev and Smolensk with Vladimir, Suzdal and Rostov the Great. It
had crossed the Moskva where one sees the Krymskiy
Bridge nowadays, and went towards the Kremlin, past
the villages and meadows on the Moskva bank and
further on to the north-west ([803], Volume 2, page
407). This may be the very same ford as Dmitriy Donskoi had used in order to cross the Don, or the Moskva River.

2.11. The Berezouy and the Bersenyevskaya
Embankment in Moscow
Before crossing the river, Dmitriy Donskoi and his
army had stood at a place called Berezouy ([635],
pages 160-161). It is most noteworthy that the embankment of the Moskva River near the Bolshoi Kamenniy Bridge, right next to the Kremlin, which appears to be the place where Dmitriy’s army had
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crossed the river, has been called Bersenyevskaya since
times immemorial. Bersenyevka is a very old Muscovite name; it is presumed to date from the XIV century: “these are the marshlands where the Nikolskiy
Monastery of Bersenyevka had once stood, also known
as ‘The Old Nikola’. It is mentioned in chronicle entries dating from 1390 and 1404”. Quotation given according to [13], #24 and 76.
It is easy enough to notice that the words Berezouy
and Bersen (Berzen) may easily be different versions
of the same name observed in different chronicles.
One must also note that the Romanovian historians cannot find any similarly-called place anywhere
in the region of the modern Don; each of their suggestions contradicts the data contained in the chronicles and the “tale”. See more on this lengthy and fruitless discussion in [631], page 214.

2.12. The River Don and its relation to the
Battle of Kulikovo. The Podonskoye Yard in
Moscow
According to the chronicles, Russian troops had
crossed the Don on their way to the Kulikovo Field,
qv in the CCRC, Volume 37, page 76. Dmitriy, the victor, as well as his brother, had called themselves
“Donskoi”.
Nowadays it is presumed that the river in question
is the one that we know under the same name today;
however, this modern river Don had most often been
called Tanais in the Middle Ages – this is how foreign
authors of the XV-XVII century had called it when
they wrote about Moscovia (see Foreigners on Ancient
Moscow. Moscow of the XV-XVII Century ([314]).
Most of the Russian towns, cities rivers etc as mentioned in these traveller notes must have been known
to the authors from their Russian interlocutors, since
they figure under their Russian names that have remained the same until the present day (however, one
may observe a certain similarity between the names
Don and Tanais). Apparently, Tanais had been the
word used by the Russians when they spoke to foreigners, qv in [314], pages 23 and 59, and so on). A
propos, River Volga had also been given an alias – Ra
([314], page 23).
The obvious question to ask is as follows: what
about the mediaeval location of the Russian river
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Don? Nowadays this name is associated with just one
river; however, we learn that this name had once been
a synonym of the word “river” in Russian, and remains one in several other languages to this very day.
The above is a known fact. M. Fasmer’s Etymological Dictionary ([866], Volume 1, page 553) reports that the names Don and Dunai (Danube) had
stood for “river” in many ancient languages – not just
the Slavonic, but also Turkish, ancient Indian, Zend
et al. The word Dunai, which is the Russian name of
the Danube, still means “creek” in certain Russian dialects, whereas in Polish it means “deep river with
steep banks”. In Latvian, dunavas stands for a spring
or a small river ([866], Volume 1, page 553).
Moreover, the names of two other large European
rivers, Dnepr and Dniester, are derived from the word
“Don” as well, since we see the unvocalized root DN
at their beginning. As for Dunai (Danube), one
plainly sees it to be another version of the name Don
([866], Volume 1, page 518).
Therefore, “Don” stands for “river”; therefore, any
river could be referred to by this name. Since our hypothesis claims the Kulikovo field to have been located on the territory of the modern Moscow, one
might well enquire about the location of the river Don
– obviously, it can be identified as the Moskva. M. B.
Plyukhanova also tells us that “the word Dunai was
widely used in Slavic folklore for referring to large
rivers – the Don, the Dnepr, the Moskva etc” ([661],
page 18). This fact was eventually forgotten.

However, one must bear in mind that no traces of the
battle were found anywhere in this area; the very
name could have appeared here a great deal later,
when the omniscient historians decided that the Battle of Kulikovo was fought in the Tula region. This resulted in the construction of a monument to the heroes of Kulikovo in 1848-1850 and the foundation of
a museum in these parts ([797], page 667). The name
Krasivaya Mecha may well have been coined around
the same time, so that the tourists would have sights
to see.
However, if the Battle of Kulikovo was fought on
the territory of the modern Moscow, where can we
find River Mecha? The answer is simple – it is either
the Moskva, or Mocha, its 52-kilometer-long tributary ([841], page 8). The names Mecha and Mocha
are all but identical. However, the tributary in question flows into River Pakhra first, which, in turn, flows
into the Moskva; the modern Mocha is located at
some distance from Moscow.
Still the chronicle is most likely to be referring to
the Moskva itself – a large river next to the Kulishki
Field. The defeated troops of Mamai were driven towards the Moskva, and a large number of warriors
could have drowned there. The name Mecha might
also be a variation of the word Moskva. The matter
is that the name Moskva stems from the name Mosokh, or Meshech, qv above – MSCH unvocalized.
Also bear in mind that many Russian chronicles came
from Poland – Königsberg etc (see above).

2.13. River Mecha on the Kulikovo Field
as the Moskva River (or, alternatively,
one of its tributaries called Mocha)

2.14. River Nepryadva on the Kulikovo
Field and the Naprudnaya River on
the Kulishki field in Moscow.
River Neglinka in Moscow

According to the chronicle, the Battle of Kulikovo
had raged on for an entire day, at the end of which
the troops of Mamai started to flee, and were driven
towards River Mecha,“where many of the Tartars had
drowned” (CCRC, Volume 37, page 76). Mamai himself survived, accompanied by several warriors. Therefore, River Mecha must be large enough for a human
to drown there, located next to the battlefield, since
all of the events took place on the same day. Where
could this river possibly be? Nowadays one can find
a small river called Krasivaya Mecha in the Tula region, where the battle is presumed to have taken place.

The Battle of Kulikovo took place on River Nepryadva (CCRC, Volume 37, page 76). This river is
mentioned in many chronicles that write about the
Kulikovo battle; apparently, it was small, and ran right
across the battlefield, and some of the warriors stood
and fought in the river.
Can we locate a similarly-named river in Moscow?
We can indeed – river Naproudnaya, also known as
Samoteka – it runs right across the Kulishki Field
([284], page 54). One gets the distinct impression
that the name Nepryadva is but a version of the name
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Naprudnaya (it is derived from the Russian na prudu
or na prudakh, - “next to a pond” or “surrounded by
ponds”, respectively).
Moreover, Naprudnaya River flows through the
Kulishki in Moscow, or the Kulikovo Field itself. Indeed, we learn of the following: “The primary … elevated area follows … the flow of the river Naprudnaya (Samoteka), and then the river Neglinnaya, right
into the Kremlin … then alongside the streets Sretenka and Lubyanka (the ancient Kuchkovo Field)
and into Kitai-Gorod” ([284], page 54). All of the
above comprise the greater Kulikovo Field in Moscow.
The name Naprudnaya (Nepryadva) is one that we
expect to encounter here, since there have always been
many ponds in Moscow. Related names that have survived until this day include the Naprudniye Streets
(the 1st and the 2nd), the Naprudniy Lane, Prudovaya
Street, Prudovoy Drive and so on ([858]).
Moreover, there used to be a village called Naprudskoye to the north from the Kremlin, upon river
Yaouza ([841], page 125). The names Nepryadva and
Naprudnaya are similar – the ease of the transformation is obvious from another pond-related name
(Prudovaya Street). A river by the name of Naprudnaya could have eventually become Naprudovaya and
then Nepryadva.
Bear in mind that the name Nepryadva is italicised in some modern editions of the Zadonshchina
(although we see the name sans italics as well). The
italics mean that the name was “reconstructed” by
someone in this particular instance.
Another river that had once flown through the
Kulishki in Moscow is the Neglinka, which used to
flow into the Moskva. It is a small river. Another name
of the Kulishki was “Kuchkovo Field at Neglinnaya”
([841], page 51). The prefix “NE” in the name of a
river is a rare occurrence; the names of the two rivers
may have become confused due to the former existence of a weir and a pond upon the Neglinnaya, right
next to the Kremlin. This is how Sigismund Herberstein described the area in the XVI century: “the
source of the Neglima (Neglinnaya) is lost in the
marshes; there is a weir upon the river near the city,
right next to the strongest citadel [the Kremlin –
Auth.]; it forms a reservoir, fills the rows before the
citadel … and flows into the Moskva close nearby”
([314], page 15).
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Fig. 6.10. The Church of St. Vladimir in the Orchards on top
of the hill adjacent to the Kulikovo Field and the Kulishki in
Moscow. The ambush of Vladimir Andreyevich, whose intervention had decided the whole outcome of the battle, was
hiding among the trees on the southern slope of the hill.
Photograph taken in 1995.

2.15. The ambush of Vladimir Andreyevich
on the Kulikovo Field and the Vladimirskaya
Church in Moscow
The outcome of the Kulikovo Battle was decided
by the ambush party led by Prince Vladimir Andreyevich and his military commander Dmitriy Bobrok.
The battle was won due to their participation; their
engagement in military action marks a break point
in the course of the battle, and is related in detail in
the “Tale of the Battle with Mamai” ([635], pages 177179). It would be natural to expect some memory of
the ambush party to survive in the vicinity of the battlefield. Indeed, we find the famous church of “St.
Vladimir in the Orchards” on one of the hills nearby
the Kulishki in Moscow; it exists until the present day
on Starosadskiy Lane, qv in fig. 6.10. This must be
where the ambush party of Vladimir Andreyevich
had stood – it is the southern slope of the hill; it had
once been covered in thick vegetation, and there were
orchards on this site subsequently. Hence the name
Starosadskiy, or Old Orchard Lane, likewise the orchards in the name of the church.
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Fig. 6.11. Foma Katsibey standing guard at River Chura near
Mikhailov. Taken from [666], page 155 (80).

2.16. “River Chura at Mikhailov” next to the
Kulikovo Field vs River Chura and the eight
Mikhailovskiy Lanes in Moscow
Let us use the Artefacts of the Kulikovo Cycle
([631]), a collection of different reports concerned
with the Battle of Kulikovo. The “Tale of Dmitriy Ivanovich, the Righteous Prince, and the Infamous Mamai,
King of the Hellenes” ([631], pages 137-194) tells us
about a warrior called Foma who had stood guard
near River Chura at Mikhailovo. He had a vision from
above and told the prince so: “the very same night a
warrior called Foma, who had been renowned for his
valiance, received orders from the Great Prince to
stand guard against the perfidious foes at River Chura
in Mikhailovo” ([631], pages 172-173). In fig. 6.11 we
cite an ancient illustration to this passage taken from
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the “Legend of the Kulikovo Battle” (the text and the
miniatures are taken from the Litsevoy Svod of the XVI
century, see [666]). River Chura can be seen in the bottom left miniature.
Other versions of the legend tell us the same; some
of them mention Foma’s nicknames (Katsibey, Khabycheyev and Khetsibeyev – see [631], pages 217, 242
and 359).
Therefore, the army of Dmitriy Donskoy had
stood near River Chura at Mikhailovo before the very
battle. Is there a river with such a name in Moscow?
The answer is in the positive; moreover, it exists until
the present day under the very same name (this fact
was pointed out to us by I. B. Menshagin). In fig. 6.12
one sees a fragment of a modern map of Moscow
with River Chura indicated thereupon; it neighbours
with the Danilovskiy Monastery near the Leninskiy
Avenue, and flows through the Muslim cemetery that
had once been known as the Tartar Cemetery ([143]).
The name Chura is a very old one, and we find it on
the earliest maps of Moscow. Nearby we see Nizhniye
Kotly, a place that Dmitriy’s army had passed on its
way towards the enemy.
And now to the most interesting fact – why does
the “Legend” emphasise that the army had stood “near
River Chura at Mikhailovo”? The river must have
passed a village called Mikhailovo on its way, or some
similarly-named place. Do we find one anywhere in
the area that interests us? We do. A cursory glance at
the map of Moscow in fig. 6.12 reveals a whole agglomeration of streets and lanes sharing the name of
Mikhailovskiy right next to River Chura and the Muslim cemetery; eight Upper Mikhailovskiy Drives
crossed by the Transverse Mikhailovskiy Drive. Finally, there is also the 1st and the 2nd Lower Mikhailovskiy Drive ([858], page 200). The latter aren’t indicated on the map in question, but one finds them
in the Streets of Moscow reference book ([858]). We
think that there had once been a village called Mikhailov or Mikhailovo in these parts. Moreover, Chura is
a very short river, and the double reference to Chura
and Mikhailovo makes perfect sense.
This agglomeration is the only one of this kind in
Moscow. The reference book ([858]) mentions nothing of the kind anywhere else. We have therefore just
discovered some excellent factual proof for our reconstruction.

